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BOD and President Column 
 
As the world starts to roll out vaccines, we can count on this for a new normal in the near future! This 
pandemic has changed our lives, including the first ever NAJUA AGM held online on July 11, 2020.  
 
About 200 alumni and friends attended the 2020 AGM, including invited distinguish guests:  

• Pam Coleman, President of IFT;  
• Wei SHAO, Vice-President and General Secretary of CIFST (Chinese Institute of Food Science 

and Technology);  
• Wei CHEN, President of Jiangnan University;  
• Liang ZHANG, Director of the President’s Office, Jiangnan University;  
• Min HUANG, Director of Social Resources Office, Jiangnan University;  
• Yuanfa LIU, Dean of School of Food Science and Technology, Jiangnan University;  
• Olive LI, President of Chinese American Food Society (CAFS);  
• Andy HWANG, President-elect of Chinese America Food Society.  

This AGM was presided by Jianping Wu. IFT President Pam Coleman, CIFST VP Wei SHAO, 
President Wei CHEN gave remarks for the 2020 AGM.    
 
President Wei CHEN was invited to have a talk with nine alumni representatives, Youling XIONG, 
Huan XIA, Hongda CHEN, Anqi GUAN, Xingqiu LOU, Steve CUI, Fang ZHONG, Hefei ZHAO, and 
Leon ZHOU, on His Prospects for Jiangnan University in the Next 10 Years. President CHEN discussed 
the future food, challenges and opportunities of the University facing especially at a time of global 
pandemic, and his prospects. President CHEN also expressed his heartfelt gratitude to NAJUA for our 
success and contributions to alma mater. This talk was moderated by Bo JIANG, Liwei GU, and 
Jianping WU.  
 
I want to thank the BOD/ET and all NAJUM members for making a such successful AGM! I also want 
to congratulate Lvkang XU and Huan XIA, respectively, for the Outstanding Member Award and 
Outstanding BOD Award!  
 
The BOD/ET held the first meeting on July 26, 2020 to discuss activities for the 2020-2021. We formed 
several sub-committees, including Award Committee (Zhisheng LIU, Yingying XU, Siquan LI), Student 
Poster Competition (Liwei GU, Liang LI, Siquan LI), Newsletter (Yanyan WU, Hefei Zhao), BOD/ET 
Election (Jianping WU, Liwei GU, Xin YANG), AGM Preparation (Xiaoyu MIN, Zhisheng LIU, Liwei 
GU, Jiang BO, Ansui XU, Peng ZHOU, Jianping WU).  
 
We also discussed that we should recognize NAJUA friends who have made significant contributions to 
the growth and success of NAJUA and Jiangnan University in a distinction of the Honorary 
Membership. The Guidelines for Nomination of NAJUA Honorary Membership has been prepared and 
approved as appended in the newsletter. I encourage you to nominate significant individuals for this 
honor.  
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The Award Committee has sent out call for nomination of Outstanding Member Award and BOD 
Award. I encourage you to nominate significant individuals.  
 
Starting this year, the monetary award for the NAJUA Graduate Student Best Paper Competition has 
been increased to $1,000, $500 and $300, respectively, for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize. I encourage all 
eligible students to submit their papers for the consideration of the award; the Guidelines for the Best 
Paper Competition is appended.  
 
I want to acknowledge Xin YANG for organizing 4 Career Development Sessions which were very well 
received. I thank the panelists, the moderators and the audiences for making all 4 sessions very 
successful.  
 
The BOD/ET held the second meeting on April 3, 2020 to discuss preparation for the 2021 AGM. Please 
mark your calendar for the AGM, July 21 (8:30 pm). As we are preparing for the 2020-2021 NAJUM 
AGM, please free me contact me for any suggestions and comments.  
 
This is also the time of BOD/ET election. I encourage you to put your name or someone you know 
forward for the election. We NEED you!  
 
Lastly, I want to congratulate, Hongbing Fan, who was awarded the 2021 Tomas H. Smouse Memorial 
Fellowship Award from the American Oil Chemists' Society (AOCS), and Hefei Zhao, who was 
awarded the 2021 Analytical Division Student Award from AOCS. Both have successfully defended and 
graduated, congratulations! 
 
In the Members Corner, we highlight Dr. Huan XIA, and her startup LUSOASIS INC. I hope her great 
success!  
 
Happy Summer!  
 
 
Dr. Jianping Wu 
President of NAJUA (2020-2021) 
E-mail: jianping.wu@ualberta.ca 
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2020-2021 NAJUA BOD and ET Officers 
 

Board of Directors 

Name Company Email 
谷利伟(exp 2022) University of Florida lgu@ufl.edu 
江波(exp 2023) Jiangnan University bjiang@jiangnan.edu.cn 
李思全(exp 2023) Michael Foods siquanli2005@yahoo.com 
刘志胜(exp 2023) Eurofins zhisheng.liu6@gmail.com 
闵晓宇(exp 2021) So Delicious sylvia.mxy@gmail.com 
钱颢冰 (exp 2022) University of Iowa haobing-qian@uiowa.edu 
吴建平(exp 2021) University of Alberta jianping.wu@ualberta.ca 
徐瑛瑛(exp 2021) Mars Wrigley showye@gmail.com 
杨欣 (exp 2022) National Starch/Corn Products xyangfood@gmail.com 
周瑜亭(exp 2022) The Clorox Company mcmcwan@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Officer of Executive Team 

Name Title Company Email 
吴建平 President University of Alberta jianping.wu@ualberta.ca 

谷利伟 President-Elect University of Florida lgu@ufl.edu 

徐安遂 Treasurer (9th year) Cargill ansuixu@yahoo.com 

周瑜亭 Director of Communication (10th year) The Clorox Company mcmcwan@gmail.com 

刘志胜 Secretary (9th year) Eurofins zhisheng.liu6@gmail.com 

周鹏 VP-China (10th year) 江南大学国家重点实验室 zhoupeng@jiang.edu.cn 

李思全 VP - Northeast US (2nd year) Michael Foods siquanli2005@yahoo.com 

许瑛瑛 VP - Northcentral US (4th year) Mars Wrigley showye@gmail.com 

倪志平 VP Southern US (8th year) Self-employed zhipni@msn.com 

李建材 VP - Western (10th year) Leprino Foods jli@leprinofoods.com 

王迪惠 VP - Canada VP (9th year) Sobeys. Inc diwang@rogers.com 

梁丽 JU Liaison Officer (2nd year) 江南大学国家重点实验室 liliang@jiangnan.edu.cn 

赵鹤飞 Student Representative (2nd year) University of Nebraska-Lincoln zhaohefei@sina.cn 
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2020 NAJUA Annual Meeting 
 
        The annual meeting was held online on Wednesday, July 12, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.     
        Nearly 200 alumni attended the annual meeting.  

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       
 

 
Virtual talk between alumni representatives and Wei Chen, President of Jiangnan University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remarks from Pam Coleman, 
President of IFT 

 
 
Remarks from Wei Shao, Vice President 
& Secretary-General of CIFST 
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The career development panel session 1 Industry vs Academia: Which Career Path is Right for you 
was held online on March 20, 2021. Dr. Youling Xiong, Dr. Yan Liu, Dr. Xingqiu Lou, Dr. Wenyi 
Wang, and Dr. Yue Liao were invited to share their views on the following questions such as: 1) The 
differences between industry and academia, 2) How to achieve balance between life and work, 3) Tips 
for getting jobs in industry and interview strategies, 4) How to get well prepared for acquiring faculty 
jobs, etc. Dr. Yuting Xu hosted the panel. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The career development panel session 2 Opportunities in China was held online on March 28, 2021. 
Qin Lu (Deputy Division Director, Human Resource, Jiangnan University) were invited to share the 
opportunities in both academia and industry in China for those who getting PhD or Postdoc abroad.  

  2021 Career Development Panel 
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The career development panel session 3 Start your own business was held online on April 10, 
2021. Dr. Zhiping Ni, Dr. Huan Xia, Dr. Shizhong Wang were invited to share their experience in 
running business in North America and answered the following questions: 1) An introduction of 
their own companies 2) The motivation of starting their own business, 3) The challenges they came 
arcross, etc. Dr. Yuting Xu hosted the panel. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------                            

 
T 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The career development panel session 4 Career Opportunities in NA Government was held online on 
April 24, 2021. Dr. Hongda Chen, Dr. Steve Cui, and Dr. Joshua Gong were invited to share their 
experience in working for the government in the North America and shared their opinions on the 
following questions 1) What is a typical day like at work, 2) The career path and glass ceiling in 
government agencies, 3) How to get well prepared for acquiring jobs in government agencies and tips 
for interview, etc. Yanyan Wu hosted the panel. 
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Congratulations to Ms. Lvkang Xu and MS. Huan Xia, respectively, for the 2020 NAJUA 
Outstanding Member Award and Board of Directors Award. 

 

MS. Lvkang Xu 

 

 

MS. Huan Xia 

 

2021 Outstanding Member Awards 
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Hongbing Fan was awarded the 2021 Tomas H. 
Smouse Memorial Fellowship Award from the 
American Oil Chemists' Society (AOCS). He 
recently graduated from University of Alberta in 
Canada by a PhD degree advised by Dr. Jianping 
Wu. You can read an interview with him at AOCS. 

 

 

 

Hefei Zhao was awarded the 2021 Analytical 
Division Student Award from the American Oil 
Chemists' Society (AOCS). He recently 
graduated from University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
(UNL) in the US by a PhD degree advised by 
Dr. Changmou Xu. You can read an interview 
with him at AOCS. 

 

 
  

2021 Student Members’ Awards 
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Public Health Award in Honor of Babcock-Hart from the Institute of Food Technologists 
Jianping Wu, PhD, Professor. 
University of Alberta   

 

Jianping Wu is the recipient of the 2021 Public Health Award in Honor of Babcock-Hart. The award 
honors Wu’s globally recognized research in bioactive peptides from foods such as eggs, meat, soy, 
canola, and pulses. Wu has made significant advances in understanding food proteins as a source of 
bioactive peptides, including the use of a bioinformatics approach to identifying them and uncovering 
the molecular mechanisms of action. The ultimate goal of his work is to utilize the food proteins to 
prevent and even mitigate oxidation, inflammation, hypertension, metabolic syndrome, and osteoporosis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Members’ Awards 
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Dr. Huan Xia, Founder & CEO. LUSOASIS INC. 

 

Huan Xia and her company, LUSOASIS INC. were recently reported by WGN-TV Chicago 9. She 
provided cooking shows by using the Gluten Free and Vegan Baking Mix of LUSOASIS INC. for 
pancake and waffles. 

 

 

 

 

2021 Members Corner  
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Guidelines for Nomination of NAJUA Honorary Membership 

(Approved on May 8, 2021) 

NAJUA recognizes NAJUA friends who have made significant contributions to the growth and 
success of NAJUA and Jiangnan University in a distinction of the Honorary Membership.  
• Name of the award: NAJUA Honorary Membership. 
• Number of the awards: Not more than two every year. 
• Purpose of the award: NAJUA was formally established in 2006. As an independent, nonprofit, 

and nonpolitical organization, we are committed to professional excellence and fellowship in 
academics, science and technology, businesses, and the industry. The success of this organization 
is due to our members’ professional excellence and commitment, as well as our healthy 
partnership with Jiangnan University, IFT, CFIFT (Chinese Institute of Food Science and 
Technology), and many others. There are many NAJUA friends who have contributed 
tremendously to the growth and success of this organization, in addition to their own professional 
achievements, which should be recognized.  

• Nomination process 
o Two or more members of NAJUA in good standing may submit, in writing, two months prior 

to the NAJUA AGM, the name of an individual for consideration as an Honorary Member to 
the NAJUA Recognition Committee (RC) 

o The application should include a brief biography of an honoree, and the reasons for granting 
honorary membership 

o The RC collects and reviews all nominations, and presents the recommendations to EC and 
BOD for approval  

• Rules of eligibility 
o Members of NAJUA are not eligible  
o The nominee should have or have demonstrated an interest in the success of NAJUA 
o The nominee should have made outstanding and meritorious achievements in their respective 

fields 
o The nominee is expected to present a 5-min acceptance speech at NAJUA annual meeting  

• Award details 
o Individuals receiving Honorary Membership designation will be awarded an engraved 

recognition plaque at an Annual General Meeting 
o There is no monetary honorarium whatsoever 
o Honorary Members may participate in all meetings, but shall not have a vote 



NAJUA Newsletter 
North American Jiangnan University Alumni & Friends Association 
江南大学北美校友会 May 2021 

  

12 | P a g e   

 

North American Jiangnan University Alumni & Friends Association 
2020-2021 Recognition Awards Nomination Form 

 
This form must be used to nominate an individual or team for NAJUA Recognition Awards. 

(Please complete Number 1 and 2 below for all team members being nominated for BOD’s Award.) 
 
1. Name of Award: ___________________________________________________________________ 
2. Name of Nominee: _______________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                           
Title: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Employer: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip Code, Country: _______________________________________________________________                                                                                                          
Phone Number: ______________ Fax Number: _____________ E-mail address: __________________ 
3. Include a typed Nomination Statement with this form. 
In the Nomination Statement, explain why this individual/team/organization should receive this award 
(refer to "Eligibility" section in the award description).  
Include the following information: Educational background, professional affiliations, honors, and  
appointments of nominee. 
4. Provide the following information in the spaces provided: 
A. For the Outstanding Member Award: Year nominee became a NAJUA Member:______________ 
B. For the Board of Directors Award: Year nominee became a NAJUA Member or the year started the 
relationship with NAJUA when a nonmember individual/team/organization is nominated____________ 
5. Your Name (First Nominator):_________________________Division:________________________ 
Street Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip Code, Country:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:______________ Fax Number:                               E-mail Address:_________________ 
I certify that all information contained in this nomination is factual and that I am a current 
NAJUA member.  
Signed: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________________________ 
6.Your Name (Second Nominator):  ___________________ Division: ___________________________ 
Street Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip Code, Country:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:______________ Fax Number:                               E-mail Address:_________________ 
I certify that all information contained in this nomination is factual and that I am a current 
NAJUA member.  
Signed:____________________________________ Date:____________________________________ 

 
Submit completed nominations electronically to jwu3@ualberta.ca 
Please contact Jianping Wu jwu3@ualberta.ca with any questions 

 
 



NAJUA Newsletter 
North American Jiangnan University Alumni & Friends Association 
江南大学北美校友会 May 2021 

  

13 | P a g e   

 

Dear Graduate Students and Professors of NAJUA: 
 
We are calling for NAJUA graduate students in North America and Jiangnan University to submit 
original research papers for the 2021 NAJUA Graduate Student Best Paper Competition. 
Contestants must be a NAJUA member or applying for NAJUA membership. The deadline for paper 
submission is June 15, 2021. Please send your abstract and poster/slides in PDF format as email 
attachment to Dr. Yuting Zhou (yutingzhou04@gmail.com) by the deadline. 
Please read the guidelines attached for details. 
If you have any questions regarding this competition, please contact with: 
Dr. Liwei Gu (Liweigu@cox.net) 
Chair, Committee of 2021 - NAJUA Graduate Student Best Paper Competition 
 
2021 - NAJUA Graduate Student Best Paper Competition GUIDELINES 
Purpose: 
1. To encourage and promote scientific research and scholarship of graduate student members of 
NAJUA in science and engineering, such as food science and technology. 
2. To recognize the quality of research and presentations by graduate students. 
 
Criteria and Procedures: 
1. The competition is open to all graduate students (M.Sc. and Ph.D.) studying in North America and at 

Jiangnan University. All contestants must be NAJUA members or applying for the NAJUA 
membership at the time of paper competition. 

2. Papers (i.e., extended abstracts – see below) submitted for the competition must be from original 
research conducted primarily by the graduate students, and have not been presented or published 
elsewhere except at the 2021 IFT Annual Meeting. Previously published studies will not be accepted 
for the competition. 

3. Each graduate contestant is allowed to submit only one paper. 
4. The graduate student must be the primary author (usually the first author) of the paper. 
5. The deadline for paper submission is June 15, 2021. Papers submitted after the deadline will not be 

accepted. 
6. Four judges, who are current NAJUA members appointed by the NAJUA President and approved by 

the Executive Committee, will evaluate all submitted papers. 
7. Three (3) finalists will be selected through voting by the judges to receive NAJUA Best Graduate 

Paper Awards. Quality of the presentation, originality, quality of the research work and writing, as 
well as ability to satisfactorily answer judges’ questions via emails or other communication means if 
necessary, will be the main evaluation criteria. 

8. Winners will be invited to the NAJUA annual meeting. 
 

2021 NAJUA Graduate Student Best Paper Competition 
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9. Winners of the graduate paper competition will be announced at the NAJUA annual 

meeting/banquet. Each winner will receive a certificate and a monetary award. The 1st prize is 
$1,000, the 2nd prize is $500 and the 3rd prize is $300. 

10. Instructions for preparation of competition papers (extended abstracts): 
a. Each paper must be in PDF format and consist of a total of four (4) pages, including the title 

page, all written in English and double-spaced. 
b. On the title page (first page), provide the title of the paper, names of all authors and their 

affiliations, and the contact information (phone, email) of the graduate student. 
c. Each paper must contain the following five components. Tables and graphs are optional but if 

presented, they must fit in the 3-page limit. 
I. Introduction 

II. Methodology 
III. Results and Discussion 
IV. Conclusions 
V. References 

11. Instruction for video presentation 
a. Winners are required to make a 10-minute video presentation of their research 
b. Video will be posted on JAJUA.org  

12. If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Liwei Gu at: Liweigu@cox.net 

 
 
 


